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Colorado will only honor permits from residents of the stagés they honor. They will not honor a non
resident permit from any state.

How to Apply for A Permit

Your Local Sheriff issues Permit/Licenses. Contaattla@d they will give you the application and
Information you need to apply for a permit/license. FiodrySheriff“Here”.

A Colorado permit to carry is valid for 5 years.

Cost is $152.50 but the cost may vary from Sheriff to $heri

18-12-205 Sheriff - application - procedure - background check.

(1) (&) To obtain a permit, a person shall submit a permitiegijidn on a statewide standardized form
developed by the sheriffs and available from each sh&h#.permit application form shall solicit only the
following information from the applicant:

() The applicant's full name, date of birth, and address;

(I The applicant's birth name, if different from the rgpnovided pursuant to subparagraph (1) of this

paragraph (a), and any other names the applicant mayubkasieor by which the applicant may have been
known;
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() The applicant's home address or addresses for theaempgriod immediately preceding submittal of
the application;

(IV) Whether the applicant is a resident of this statef #ise date of application and whether the applicant
has a valid driver's license or other state-issued phattifidation or military order proving residence; and

(V) Whether the applicant meets the criteria for obtgira permit specified in section 18-12-203 (1).

(b) The permit application form shall not require the agapit to waive or release a right or privilege,
including but not limited to waiver or release of privileggdconfidential information contained in medical
records.

(2) (a) An applicant shall complete the permit applicatiomf@nd return it, in person, to the sheriff of the
county or city and county in which the applicant resideshe sheriff of the county or city and county in
which the applicant maintains a secondary residenceros or leases real property used by the applicant ir
a business, or to the sheriff that previously issued aiptrie applicant. The applicant shall sign the
completed permit application form in person beforedieriff. The applicant shall provide his or her
signature voluntarily upon a sworn oath that the apptiknows the contents of the permit application and
that the information contained in the permit applicai®true and correct. An applicant who knowingly and

intentionally makes a false or misleading statemera parmit application or deliberately omits any material

information requested on the application commits pergrgescribed in section 18-8-503. Upon conviction
the applicant shall be punished as provided in section 1BaIL3m addition, the applicant shall be denied
the right to obtain or possess a permit, and thefsbball revoke the applicant's permit if issued prmr t
conviction.

(b) An applicant shall also submit to the sheriff a peife®t not to exceed one hundred dollars for processin
the permit application. The sheriff shall set the amaofitihe permit fee as provided in subsection (5) of this
section. In addition, the applicant shall submit an@amagpecified by the director of the bureau, pursuant tg
section 24-72-306, C.R.S., for processing the applicant's finges through the bureau and through the
federal bureau of investigation. Neither the permit feetin® fingerprint processing fee shall be refundable
in the event the sheriff denies the applicant's penppli@ation or suspends or revokes the permit subseque
to issuance.

(3) In addition to the items specified in subsection 2 section, an applicant, when submitting the
completed permit application, shall submit the follagvitems to the sheriff:

(a) Documentary evidence demonstrating competence witha@gha as specified in section 18-12-203 (1)
(h); and

(b) A full frontal view color photograph of the applicant&sald taken within the thirty days immediately
preceding submittal of the permit application; excepttimatpplicant need not submit a photograph if the
sheriff photographs the applicant for purposes ofigsaipermit. Any photograph submitted shall show the
applicant's full head, including hair and facial featured, the depiction of the applicant's head shall
measure one and one-eighth inches wide and one and untieifaches high.

(4) (a) The sheriff shall withess an applicant's signaturtherpermit application as provided in subsection
(2) of this section and verify that the person makingiegipdn for a permit is the same person who appears
in any photograph submitted and the same person who sigm@ernmit application form. To verify the
applicant's identity, the applicant shall present tcstiexiff the applicant's valid Colorado driver's license or
valid Colorado or military photo identification.
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(b) After verifying the applicant's identity, the sherifadiitake two complete sets of the applicant's
fingerprints. The sheriff shall submit both sets oférprints to the bureau, and the sheriff shall notnetai
set of the applicant's fingerprints.

(c) After receipt of a permit application and the itemsc#l in this section, the sheriff shall verify thhe
applicant meets the criteria specified in section 18-12-2Dar(d is not a danger as described in section 18
12-203 (2). The verification at a minimum shall include ratjng the bureau to conduct a search of the
national instant criminal background check system and alseéthe state integrated criminal justice
information system to determine whether the applicae#tasithe criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1).
In addition, if the applicant resides in a municipatitytown, the sheriff shall consult with the police

department of the municipality or town in which the agplicresides, and the sheriff may consult with other

local law enforcement agencies.

(5) The sheriff in each county or city and county in ttaéesshall establish the amount of the new and
renewal permit fees within his or her jurisdiction. Eraount of the new and renewal permit fees shall
comply with the limits specified in paragraph (b) of sediion (2) of this section and section 18-12-211 (1),
respectively. The fee amounts shall reflect the activatt and indirect costs to the sheriff of procassi
permit applications and renewal applications pursuairtisgptrt 2.

Source: L. 2003: Entire part added, p. 640, 8 1, effective May 17.

Non-Resident Permits

Colorado does not issue Non-Resident Permit/Licenses.

Places Off-Limits Even With A Permit/License

18-12-214. Authority granted by permit - carrying restrictions.

(1) (a) A permit to carry a concealed handgun authorizes thuifpee to carry a concealed handgun in all
areas of the state, except as specifically limitethimisection. A permit does not authorize the permitiee t
use a handgun in a manner that would violate a provisiotaiaf lw. A local government does not have

authority to adopt or enforce an ordinance or resoldbiahwould conflict with any provision of this part 2.

(b) A peace officer may temporarily disarm a permitteeident to a lawful stop of the permittee. The peace

officer shall return the handgun to the permittee poatischarging the permittee from the scene.

(2) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authopeesan to carry a concealed handgun into a
place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by feldew. Page 18-senate bill 03-024

(3) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authopeesan to carry a concealed handgun onto the

real property, or into any improvements erected therdanpablic elementary, middle, junior high, or high
school; except that:

(a) A permittee may have a handgun on the real propertyegitiblic school so long as the handgun remain
in his or her vehicle and, if the permittee is nota vehicle, the handgun is in a compartment within the
vehicle and the vehicle is locked.

(b) A permittee who is employed or retained by contract gtmol district as a school security officer may
carry a concealed handgun onto the real property, oamtamprovement erected thereon, of a public
elementary, middle, junior high, or high school while peemittee is on duty.
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(c) A permittee may carry a concealed handgun on undevelepégdroperty owned by a school district that
is used for hunting or other shooting sports.

(4) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authopeesan to carry a concealed handgun into a
public building at which:

(a) Security personnel and electronic weapons screening devicpsrananently in place at each entrance t
the building;

(b) Security personnel electronically screen each persmnenters the building to determine whether the
person is carrying a weapon of any kind; &)dSecurity personnel require each person who is carrying a
weapon of any kind to leave the weapon in possessiogtafisy personnel while the person is in the
building.

(5) nothing in this part 2 shall be construed to limit, restor prohibit in any manner the existing rights of a
private property owner, private tenant, private emplogeprivate business entity.

(6) the provisions of this section apply to temporary emengpaomits issued pursuant to section 18-12-
2009.

Courts have upheld the right of Denver to ban so c&&drday Night Specials and Assault Weapons. Clic
‘Here” to see information on these banned firearms in Denver.

In State Parks/State & National Forests/WMA/Road Side Rest Areas

Carry Allowed in these Areas:

State Parks: YES CRS 18-12-214.
State/National Forests: YES CRS 18-12-214.
WMA's: YES CRS 18-12-214.

Road Side Rest Areas:  YES

RV/Car Carry Without A Permit/License

18-12-204 Permit Contents - Validity - Carrying Requirements.

(3) (a) a person who may lawfully possess a handgun may cé&apa@gun under the following
circumstances without obtaining a permit and the handguhrgftde considered concealed:

(I) the handgun is in the possession of a person who iprinae automobile or in some other private
means of conveyance and who carries the handgun for aiegahcluding self-defense

State Preemption

18-12-105.6Limitation on local ordinances regarding firearms In @t@vvehicles.
(1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) A person carrying a weapon in a private automobile or ®heate means of conveyance for hunting or
for lawful protection of such Person's or another'sqrecs property, as permitted in sections 18-12-105 (2
(b) and 18-12-105.5 (3) (c), may tend to travel within a couity,and county, or municipal jurisdiction or
in or through different County, city and county, and mumitjprisdictions, en route to the Person's
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destination;
(b) Inconsistent laws exist in local jurisdictions widgard to the Circumstances under which weapons ma|
be carried in automobiles and Other private means afeg@mce;

(c) This inconsistency creates a confusing patchwork of thatsUnfairly subjects a person who lawfully
travels with a weapon in or through One jurisdictiorttioninal penalties because he or she travels within &
jurisdiction or into or through another jurisdiction;

(d) This inconsistency places citizens in the positionaifknowing When they may be violating local laws
while traveling within a jurisdiction or in, through, oetlveen different jurisdictions, and Therefore being
unable to avoid committing a crime.

(2) (a)Based on the findings specified in subsection (1) ofShkigtion, the general assembly concludes that
the carrying of weapons in Private automobiles or otheafgimeans of conveyance for hunting or For
lawful protection of a person's or another's personapesty while Traveling into, or through, or within, a
municipal, county, or city and County jurisdiction, regasdl of the number of times the person stops in A
jurisdiction, is a matter of statewide concern angbisan offense.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no municiyalCounty, or city and county shall have the
authority to enact or enforce any Ordinance or resolthanwould restrict a person's ability to travel with
A weapon in a private automobile or other private meargsyeyance FOR HUNTING OR for lawful
protection of a person's or another's person or Propéity twaveling into, or through, or within, a
municipal, county, Or city and county jurisdiction, regasdl of the number of times the person Stops in a
jurisdiction.

Source: L. 2000: Entire section added, p. 1009, § 2, effectigaigt 2. L. 2003: Entire section amended, p.
651, § 1, effective March 18.

ANNOTATION

Law reviews: For article, "In the Crosshairs: Cottor'a New Gun Laws", see 33 Colo. Law. 11 (January
2004).

This section clarifies the scope of § 18-12-105 (2)(b) andanels the general assembly's intent that local
ordinances on carrying weapons in private vehicles be pteenonly insofar as they conflict with the
provisions of this section. Trinen v. City & County oéiver, 53 P.3d 754 (Colo. App. 2002).

The use of the limiting language "into or through" in sehea (2) reflects the general assembly's intent not
to restrict local weapons ordinances insofar as theyapptavel wholly within local jurisdictions. Trinen

v. City & County of Denver, 53 P.3d 754 (Colo. App. 2002). (Detidieder law as it existed prior to the
2003 amendments to subsection (2)).

29-11.7-101. Legislative declaration.

(1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) Section 3 of article Il of the state constitutidme article referred to as the state bill of rightsJates that
all persons have certain inalienable rights, whickuite the right to defend their lives and liberties;

(b) Section 13 of article Il of the state constitution pob$ the fundamental right of a person to keep and
bear arms and implements section 3 of article Ihefdtate constitution;
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(c) The general assembly recognizes a duty to protect and db&hdhdamental civil rights set forth in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection (1);

(d) There exists a widespread inconsistency among jurisdioghi the state with regard to firearms
regulations;

(e) This inconsistency among local government laws regugdawful firearm possession and ownership has
extraterritorial impact on state citizens and the gammiblic by subjecting them to criminal and civil
penalties in some jurisdictions for conduct wholly laWfuother jurisdictions;

() Inconsistency among local governments of laws regugjdtie possession and ownership of firearms
results in persons being treated differently under thestely on the basis of where they reside, and a
person's residence in a particular county or citytyrand county is not a rational classification wheis it
the basis for denial of equal treatment under the law;

(9) This inconsistency places citizens in the positionaifknowing when they may be violating the local
laws and therefore being unable to avoid violating the lavieecoming subject to criminal and other
penalties.

(2) Based on the findings specified in subsection (1) ofsision, the general assembly concludes that:
(a) The regulation of firearms is a matter of statevadecern;

(b) It is necessary to provide statewide laws concerningaleession and ownership of a firearm to ensure
that law-abiding persons are not unfairly placed in th&ipof unknowingly committing crimes involving
firearms.

Source: L. 2003: Entire article added, p. 652, 8§ 2, effectiveiMas.

29-11.7-102.Firearms database - prohibited.

(1) A local government, including a law enforcement agenugil ot maintain a list or other form of record
or database of:

(a) Persons who purchase or exchange firearms or whe feaarms for repair or sale on consignment;
(b) Persons who transfer firearms, unless the persoriedarlly licensed firearms dealers;

(c) The descriptions, including serial numbers, of firearmshmsed, transferred, exchanged, or left for
repair or sale on consignment.

Source: L. 2003: Entire article added, p. 653, 8 2, effectiveiMas.
29-11.7-103Regulation - type of firearm - prohibited.

A local government may not enact an ordinance, regulatir other law that prohibits the sale, purchase, or
possession of a firearm that a person may lawfullymérchase, or possess under state or federal law. Any

such ordinance, regulation, or other law enacted by ddowa@rnment prior to March 18, 2003, is void and
unenforceable.
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Source: L. 2003: Entire article added, p. 653, 8 2, effectiveiMas.
29-11.7-104Regulation - carrying - posting.

A local government may enact an ordinance, regulatioothar law that prohibits the open carrying of a
firearm in a building or specific area within the logalvernment's jurisdiction. If a local government enacts
an ordinance, regulation, or other law that prohibitofen carrying of a firearm in a building or specific
area, the local government shall post signs at the pemirances to the building or specific area informing
persons that the open carrying of firearms is prohibitetie building or specific area.

Source: L. 2003: Entire article added, p. 653, 8§ 2, effectiveiMas.

Deadly Force Laws

Title 18, Article 1, Part 7

18-1-701 Execution of public duty.

18-1-702 Choice of evils.

18-1-703.Use of physical force - special relationships.
18-1-704 Use of physical force in defense of a person.
18-1-704.5 Use of deadly physical force against an intruder.
18-1-705.Use of physical force in defense of premises.
18-1-706.Use of physical force in defense of property.
18-1-707.Use of physical force in making an arrest or in prangran escape.
18-1-708.Duress.

18-1-709.Entrapment.

18-1-710.Affirmative defense.

Knife Laws State/Cities

To access State/Local Knife Laws ClickHere”

Carry in Restaurants That Serve Alcohol

YES

Note: What is defined as carry in a restaurant that serves alcohol & place like Friday’s or Red
Lobster. This does not mean a bar or the bar area of a restaurandandgunlaw.us believes you should
never consume alcohol when carrying your firearm. In some statasis illegal to take even one drink
while carrying a firearm.

Chemical Sprays/Stun Gun/Higher Capacity Magazine Laws

Handgunlaw.us could find no restrictions in Colorado Lanceoning Chemical Sprays, Stun Guns
Or Higher Capacity Magazine Bans. Local laws couldyappl

\‘
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LEOSA State Information

Colorado information on LEOSA
CO State Police Info on LEOSA and Training

Attorney General Opinions/Court Cases

Colorado AG - Universities Can Ban CCW Holders from Carrying

Airport Carry/Misc. Information

Airport Carry: No laws found.

Training Valid for:  No time period found in law.

Time Period to Establish Residency: Law Says Legal Resident
Minimum Age for Permit/License: 21

Permit/License Info Public Information: NO

State Fire arm Laws: CRS 18-12-201 thru 216 & CRS 29-11.7-101 thru 104 & CRS 18-12-101
Thru 111 & CRS 33-14-117 & CRS 33-6-125

State Deadly Force Laws: 18-1-701 thru 18-1-710

State Knife Laws:  18-12-101 thru 18-12-111

Chemical/Electric Weapons Laws 18-12-106.5 & 107 (Elec)

Body Armor Laws:  No laws found.

Does Your Permit Cover Other Weapons Besides Firearms™O 18-12-204
Colorado City Restrictions on Firearms: City Restrictions

Updates to this Page

8/18/09 -All Links checked and repaired if needed.
8/31/09- NE added as state that honors a CO permit.
10/23/09- CO finally adds NE to list of states it honors.
2/10/10- LEOSA Link Added
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