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West VirginiaWest VirginiaWest VirginiaWest Virginia                                
                                                                                                 Shall Issue               Must Inform Officer:  NO 
 

 
Permits/Licenses This State Honors                            Permits/Licenses This State Honors                            Permits/Licenses This State Honors                            Permits/Licenses This State Honors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

Alaska  Arizona  Arkansas  Kentucky  Florida  
Ohio  Oklahoma  Pennsylvania  Louisiana  Michigan         
Mississippi Missouri  North Carolina North Dakota              South Carolina      
South Dakota        Tennessee   Utah   Virginia 
 

West Virginia will honor Resident and Non Resident Permit/Licenses from the states they honor.   
How to Apply for A PermitHow to Apply for A PermitHow to Apply for A PermitHow to Apply for A Permit    
 
Complete any NRA firearms safety course ( You must fire a handgun as part of the class). Take the course 
certificate plus your West Virginia Drivers License/ID to the Sheriff’s Office in the county you reside. Ask 
for an application and fill out application and pay $75 cash or check. They will contact you when your 
Permit/License is available for pickup. When you pick up your permit you must pay an additional $15 for the 
state notifications that they will make. They may charge you the whole $90 when you apply.  The 
Permit/License is valid for 5 years. The WV State Police are given the information on who has been issued 
Permit/Licenses as they have a toll free 800 number that can be accessed to verify that any permit is valid.  
 
NonNonNonNon----Resident PermitsResident PermitsResident PermitsResident Permits    
 
West Virginia does not issue Permit/Licenses to Non-Residents. 
 
Places OffPlaces OffPlaces OffPlaces Off----Limits Even With A Permit/LicensLimits Even With A Permit/LicensLimits Even With A Permit/LicensLimits Even With A Permit/Licenseeee    

§61-7-11a.  

• Court Houses.  
• Family Law Masters Office.  

Links 
 

State CCW Site 
 

State CCW Pamphlet 
 

CCW Application  
 

State FAQ Site 
 

State Statutes 
 

State Admin Rules 
 

State Reciprocity Info 
 

State Attorney General 
 

2nd CCW Info Site 
 

WV Firearm Laws 
 

Last Updated:  10/13/08 
 

http://www.wvago.gov/gunrecep.cfm
http://www.wvago.gov/pdf/brochures/2007_gunlicense.pdf
http://www.wvago.gov/pdf/gunrec/ApplicationforConcealedPistolLicense.pdf
http://www.wvstatepolice.com/legal/FAQ'S.html
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/Code.cfm
http://www.wvsos.com/csr/main.asp
http://www.wvago.gov/gunrecep.cfm
http://www.wvago.gov/pdf/BookletWVFirearmLaws.pdf
http://www.ohcoso.com/weapons.htm
http://www.wvago.gov/pdf/BookletWVFirearmLaws.pdf
http://www.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/code.cfm?chap=61&art=7&section=WVC%2061%20%20-%20%207%20%20-%20%2011%20A.htm#WVC%2061%20%20-%20%207%20%20-%20%2011%20
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• Magistrates Office.  
• Primary and Secondary School Property including School buses.  
• Any facility that is being used for a Primary or Secondary School Function while that function is 

going on.  
• Vocational Education Building 
• Any where a sign is posted saying no Firearms Allowed. The signs do not have to be of any set size 

or design. 

§61-6-19.  WV Capitol Building and grounds. 

Charleston WV Local Ordinance. (This ordinance was grandfathered when WV passed their Carry Laws.) 

Sec. 78-165.  Carrying weapons upon municipal public property. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry 
on or about his person any  revolver or pistol, dirk, bowie knife, slingshot, razor, billy, metallic  or other 
false knuckles, or other dangerous or deadly weapon of like  kind or character in or upon city hall, municipal 
auditorium, the civic  center, and all parks and recreation buildings ad facilities, including  recreation centers, 
playgrounds, swimming pools, dressing areas, tennis  courts, parks and recreation areas and all other 
buildings, structures,  facilities, and grounds thereof, owned or occupied by the City of  Charleston; however, 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to  city, county, sate and federal law enforcement officers and to  
exhibitors and performers at city-sanctioned events who obtain advance  written authorization from the chief 
of police. (Ord. No. 4941, 4-19-1993; Bill No. 7103, 12-6-2004) 
 

The West Virginia AG in his CCW Brochure states that the following are off limits areas in WV. I can not 
find these places listed in WV law. Use Caution. 

1. Any property where firearms are prohibited by the owner or operator. 
2. Law enforcement offices or stations. 
3. Regional jails, detention facilities or State Division of Corrections facilities 
 
Carry In State Parks/State & National Forests/WMA/Road SCarry In State Parks/State & National Forests/WMA/Road SCarry In State Parks/State & National Forests/WMA/Road SCarry In State Parks/State & National Forests/WMA/Road Side Rest Areaside Rest Areaside Rest Areaside Rest Areas    
 
Carry Allowed in these Areas: 
 
State Parks:     YES    Per WVDNR   
 

State/National Forests:     YES    Per WVDNR 
 

WMA’s:     YES    Per WVDNR 
 

Road Side Rest Areas:    YES     §61-7-11a.   
    

RV/Car Carry Without A Permit/LicenseRV/Car Carry Without A Permit/LicenseRV/Car Carry Without A Permit/LicenseRV/Car Carry Without A Permit/License    

From the West Virginia State Police FAQ Page: 

Q. Is it lawful to carry weapons (e.g. rifles, shotguns, and pistols) in my vehicle when I travel in West 
Virginia? 

A. Individuals who possess a valid concealed carry permit may carry a concealed handgun in a motor vehicle 
for purpose of self-defense only. West Virginia permits anyone who can lawfully possess a handgun to carry 
an unconcealed handgun. If you choose to carry an unconcealed handgun in your vehicle and are stopped by 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=61&art=6
http://www.municode.com/resources/gateway.asp?pid=13013&sid=48
http://www.wvago.gov/pdf/brochures/2009_gunbrochure.pdf


www.handgunlaw.us 3

a law-enforcement officer, you must understand that that the weapon will immediately attract the attention of 
the police officer. The presence of the weapon may lead to action by the officer to ensure his or her safety 
such as the drawing of his or her weapon, ordering you from the vehicle, and/or performing a pat-down 
search. Weapons intended for hunting must be unloaded and in a case when transported in a vehicle. It is 
strongly recommended that, if you do not have a valid concealed carry permit, while traveling in a vehicle, 
that all firearms be unloaded and cased in a location in the vehicle that is not readily accessible to any of the 
occupants. Any ammunition should be stored in a separate location from the firearm.  

State PreemptionState PreemptionState PreemptionState Preemption    

§8-12-5a. Limitations upon municipalities' power to restrict the purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, 
carrying, transport, sale and storage of certain weapons and ammunition. 

The provisions of section five of this article notwithstanding, neither a municipality nor the governing body 
of any municipality may limit the right of any person to purchase, possess, transfer, own, carry, transport, 
sell or store any revolver, pistol, rifle or shotgun or any ammunition or ammunition components to be used 
therewith nor to so regulate the keeping of gunpowder so as to directly or indirectly prohibit the ownership 
of the ammunition.  
Nothing herein shall in any way impair the authority of any municipality, or the governing body thereof, to 
enact any ordinance or resolution respecting the power to arrest, convict and punish any individual under the 
provisions of subdivision (16), section five of this article or from enforcing any such ordinance or resolution: 
Provided, That any municipal ordinance in place as of the effective date of this section shall be excepted 
from the provisions of this section: Provided, however, That no provision in this section may be construed to 
limit the authority of a municipality to restrict the commercial use of real estate in designated areas through 
planning or zoning ordinances. 

Deadly Force LDeadly Force LDeadly Force LDeadly Force Lawsawsawsaws    
 
Unknown 
 
Knife Laws State/CitiesKnife Laws State/CitiesKnife Laws State/CitiesKnife Laws State/Cities    

    
To access State/Local Knife Laws Click “Here”  
    

Carry in Restaurants That Serve AlcoholCarry in Restaurants That Serve AlcoholCarry in Restaurants That Serve AlcoholCarry in Restaurants That Serve Alcohol    
 
     YES 
 
Note: What is defined as carry in a restaurant that serves alcohol is a place like Friday’s or Red 
Lobster. This does not mean a bar or the bar area of a restaurant. Handgunlaw.us believes you should 
never consume alcohol when carrying your firearm. In some states it is illegal to take even one drink 
while carrying a firearm.  
 
Chemical Sprays/Stun Gun/Higher Capacity Magazine LawsChemical Sprays/Stun Gun/Higher Capacity Magazine LawsChemical Sprays/Stun Gun/Higher Capacity Magazine LawsChemical Sprays/Stun Gun/Higher Capacity Magazine Laws    
 
Handgunlaw.us could find no restrictions in West Virginia Law concerning Chemical Sprays, Stun Guns 
Or Higher Capacity Magazine Bans. 
 
LEOSA State InformationLEOSA State InformationLEOSA State InformationLEOSA State Information    

http://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/USKnife.pdf
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LEOSA Application For Retired Member Handgun Authorization (From the WV State Police) 
 

LEOSA Information From the West Virginia  Attorney General   (Go to page 8) 
 
Attorney General Opinions/Court CasesAttorney General Opinions/Court CasesAttorney General Opinions/Court CasesAttorney General Opinions/Court Cases    
 
West Virginia Supreme Court - Supreme Court decision, Defense of Others 
 

WV Supreme Court – No Duty to Retreat in your Home 
 
Airport Carry/Misc. InformationAirport Carry/Misc. InformationAirport Carry/Misc. InformationAirport Carry/Misc. Information    
 
Airport Carry:     No laws found.  
 
Training Valid for:   No set time limit. 
 
Time Period to Establish Residency:  Upon obtaining a West Virginia Drivers License/ID 
 
Minimum Age for Permit/License:    21 
 
Permit/License Info Public Information:   YES 
 
State Fire arm Laws:      61-7-1 thru 61-7-15 & 20-2-6a 
 
State Deadly Force Laws:     No laws found. 
 
State Knife Laws:    61-7-2 
 
Chemical/Electric Weapons Laws:      No laws found. 
 
Body Armor Laws:      61-7-15. 
 
Does Your Permit Cover Other Weapons Besides Firearms?   WV code says weapons but License says           
                                                                                                          Revolver/Pistol. Sheriff Says just        
                                                                                                          Revolver/Pistol 
 
Updates to this PageUpdates to this PageUpdates to this PageUpdates to this Page    
 
7/1/09 – NV now honors a WV Permit/License. 
7/10/09 -  WV removed restriction on only honoring resident permits from the states they honor.  
                 Supreme Ct ruling on retreating in your home added 
7/27/09 -  Charleston WV off limits places added to Off Limits Areas. 
8/22/09 – LEOSA Info Added. All links checked and repaired if needed.  
8/31/09 – NE now honors a WV Permit/License. 
9/10/09 – ND now honors a WV Permit/License. 
9/29/09 – LEOSA Link Added. Places Off Limits Updated with places AG lists.  
10/13/09 -  ND added as a state that WV Honors. 

http://www.wvstatepolice.com/wvsp44L.pdf
http://www.wvago.gov/pdf/brochures/2009_gunbrochure.pdf
http://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/agopinions/WVSCDefenseofOthers.pdf
http://www.state.wv.us/wvsca/docs/Spring09/34268.htm

