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Understanding Stand Your Ground & Castle Doctrine  -  Massad Ayoob 
 

Understanding Defensive Display of Firearms   -  An Interview with Massad Ayoob 
 

Castle Doctrine/Stand Your Ground/Self Defense Statutes  

Self –Defense laws are not black and white. There is a huge difference from one state to the next on the wording 

and how the law is applied. I have seen places where they state some states have Stand your ground in practice 

while others say they don’t. We have seen others state differently on a states Castle Doctrine Law.  We want to 

give you a start in your research on these types of laws so we have assembled these pages.  Case law in these 

instances would also be very important. This is a work in progress and we would appreciate any feedback you 

could give us.                admins@handgunlaw.us                                Castle/SYG    Last Updated:    8/1/2023  

                                                                                                                                      Links Checked:  1/9/2024 
 

Each states name is a link to that state page at   Handgunlaw.us.   Each states page has a section Titled “Deadly 

Force Laws” with links to that states deadly force laws if you want more information.   
 

State Name  -   Has Stand Your Ground Statute..       

State Name  -   Has Castle Doctrine. Only Applies to Dwelling   

State Name  -   Castle Doctrine Applies to Dwelling and Vehicle or more if noted.   

State Name   -   No Castle Doctrine Statute.  
 

 

Alabama  -  § 13A-3-23   Use of Force In Defense of a Person. 

 

Alaska  -  § 11.81.335   Justification: Use of Deadly Force in Defense of Self. 

 

Arizona  -  § 13-405  Justification; Use of Deadly Physical Force 

                   § 13-411  Justification; Use of Force in Crime Prevention; Applicability 

                   § 13-418. Justification; use of Force in Defense of Residential Structure or Occupied Vehicles;  

 

Arkansas  -  Title 5, Subtitle 1, Chpt. 2, Subchpt. 6,  § 5-2-605  Use of Physical Force Generally. 
 

              Title 5, Subtitle 1, Chpt. 2, Subchpt. 6,  § 5-2-606   Use of Physical Force In Defense of a Person 

                                                                                                    (No Duty to Retreat) 
 

              Title 5, Subtitle 1, Chpt. 2, Subchpt. 6,  § 5-2-607   Use of Deadly Physical Force in Defense of a 

                                                                                                    Person :  (Castle Doctrine)(No Duty to Retreat) 
 

              Title 5, Subtitle 1, Chpt. 2, Subchpt. 6,  § 5-2-620    Use of Force to Defend Persons & Property 

                                                                                                     Within Home. (Castle Doctrine) 

https://www.personaldefenseworld.com/2016/02/massad-ayoob-understanding-stand-your-ground-castle-doctrine/#massad-ayoob-stand-your-ground-castle-doctrine-3
https://armedcitizensnetwork.org/images/stories/Network_2014-12.pdf
mailto:admins@handgunlaw.us
https://handgunlaw.us/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/alabama.pdf
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/alaska.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#11.81.335
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/arizona.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00405.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00411.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00418.htm
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/arkansas.pdf
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
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California  -  Penal Code Part 1, Title 8, Chpt. 1,  198.5    Homicide  
 

Colorado  -  18-1-704.5  Use of Deadly Physical Force Against an Intruder 

                      State of Colorado v Watson  -  No Duty to Retreat 

 

Connecticut
1
  -  Chpt. 951 – Penal Code - Sec. 53a-19   Use of Physical Force in Defense of Person. 

                            Chpt. 951 – Penal Code - Sec. 53a-20  Use of Physical Force in Defense of Premise 

 

Delaware
2
  -  Title 11 – Chpt. 4,  § 464  Justification - Use of Force in Self-Protection 

 

DC –  DC lets the jury decide if person could have retreated/avoided the threat or not. DC has put out        

           Instructions to Trainers Concerning Law of Self-Defense that has case law links etc.  
 

Florida  -  § 776.012    Use or Threatened Use of Force in Defense Of Person 

                  § 776.013 Home Protection; Use or Threatened Use of Deadly Force; Presumption of Fear  

                                      of Death or Great Bodily Harm 
 

Georgia  -  § 16-3-23.1  No Duty to Retreat Prior to Use of Force in Self-Defense 
 

Hawaii  -  § 703-304  Use of Force in Self-Protection 
   

Idaho  -  19-202A   Defense of Self, Others and Certain Places 
 

Illinois
3
  -  720 ILCS 5/7-1 thru Sec. 7-4  Use of Force     

 

Indiana  -  IC 35-41-3-2  Use of Force to Protect Person or Property 
 

Iowa  -  § 704.1  Reasonable Force         § 707.6   Civil Liability 
 

Kansas  -  § 21-5230  Same; No Duty To Retreat  21-5222  Same; Defense of a Person; No Duty to Retreat. 
 

Kentucky  -  § 503.050    Use of Physical Force in Self-Protection --Admissibility of Evidence of Prior  

                                          Acts of Domestic Violence and Abuse. 
 

Louisiana  -  14, § 19  Use of Force or Violence in Defense                14, § 20  Justifiable Homicide 
 

Maine  -  Title 17-A Part 1 - § 108  Physical Force in Defense of a Person 
 

Maryland  -  MD Self Defense Laws are Mostly Based on Case Law.  Crawford v. State 1963 set that there          

                                                                                                                      was no duty to retreat in the home. 
 

Massachusetts  -  Gen Laws, Part IV, Title II, Chapt. 278, Sec. 8A:  Killing or Injuring a Person             

                                                                                                                   Unlawfully in a Dwelling; Defense   
 

Michigan  -  § 780.972   Use of Deadly Force by Individual not Engaged in Commission of Crime;  

                                         Conditions. 
 

 

§ 780.951  Individual Using Deadly Force or Force Other Than Deadly Force; Presumption; Definitions. 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/california.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=198.5.
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/colorado.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
https://handgunlaw.us/documents/agopinions/CO_vs_Watson_No_Duty_to_Retreat.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/connecticut.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_951.htm#sec_53a-19
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_951.htm#sec_53a-20
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/delaware.pdf
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c004/index.html#464.
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/dc.pdf
https://mpdc.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mpdc/page_content/attachments/District%20Law%20Pertaining%20to%20Self%20Defense.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/florida.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0776/Sections/0776.012.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0776/Sections/0776.013.html
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/hawaii.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0703/HRS_0703-0304.htm
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/idaho.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title19/T19CH2/SECT19-202A/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/illinois.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt%2E+7&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=8300000&SeqEnd=9900000
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/indiana.pdf
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2023/ic/titles/35#35-41-3-2
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/iowa.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2024/704.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2024/707.6.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/kansas.pdf
http://ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch21/021_052_0030.html
http://ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch21/021_052_0022.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/kentucky.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19669
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/louisiana.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=78336
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=78338
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/maine.pdf
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec108.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/maryland.pdf
https://casetext.com/case/crawford-v-state-448
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/massachusetts.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleII/Chapter278/Section8A
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/michigan.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(gyq4dgq4gkbr5riyyumwhz02))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-780-972
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tcwi3bj0oxlyxa20jxdus55d))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-780-951
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Minnesota  -  § 609.06   Authorized Use of Force                    § 609.065   Justifiable Taking of Life. 

 

Mississippi  -  § 97-3-15  Homicide; Justifiable Homicide; Use of Defensive Force; Duty to Retreat 

 

Missouri  -  § 563.031  Use of Force in Defense of Persons. 
    

                        § 563.041  Use of Physical Force in Defense Of Property 
 

Montana  -  § 45-3-110 No Duty to Summon Help or Flee 

 

Nebraska  -  § 28-1409  Use of Force in Self-Protection. 

 

Nevada  -  NRS § 200.120   “Justifiable Homicide” Defined; No Duty to Retreat Under Certain  

                                                 Circumstances 

 

New Hampshire  -  § 627:4  Physical Force in Defense of a Person 
 

                                 § 627:7 Use of Force in Defense of Premises 

 

New Jersey  -  Sec: 2C:3-4   Use of Force in Self-Protection. 

 

New Mexico  -  § 30-2-7  Justifiable Homicide by Citizen      NM Supreme Court in State v. Couch gave an  

                                                                              opinion that a mans dwelling is his castle and need not retreat.  

 

New York  -  Penal Code Part 1 – Title C - § 35.15   Justification;  Use of Physical Force in Defense of    

                                                                                                                 a  Person  

 

North Carolina  -  § 14-51.3  Use of Force in Defense of Person; Relief From Criminal or Civil Liability 

 

North Dakota  -  § 12.1-05-07   Limits on the Use of Force - Excessive Force - Deadly Force - No Need to    

                                                     Retreat in Dwelling, Place of Work, Motor Vehicle or Travel Trailer.  

12.1-05-06.  Use of Force in Defense of Premises and Property.  Limits on the Use of Force - Excessive                  

                     Force - Deadly Force. 

 

Ohio  -  § 2307.601   No Duty to Retreat in Residence or in a Place in Which the Person Lawfully Has a   

                                   Right to Be.           § 2901.09  No Duty to Retreat in Residence or Vehicle. 
 

Oklahoma  -  § 1289.25   Physical or Deadly Force Against Intruder 

 

Oregon
 
 -  ORS 161.219  -  Limitations on Use of Deadly Physical Force in Defense of a Person                                        

                                             See  State v. Charles  (1982) Oregon Supreme Court   (No duty to retreat.) 

 

Pennsylvania  -  Title 18 - Chpt. 5 - § 505   Use of Force in Self-Protection. 

 

Rhode Island  -  § 11-8-8   Injury or Death – Defense 

 

South Carolina  -  § 16-11-440 (C)   Presumption of Reasonable Fear of Imminent Peril When Using  

                                                             Deadly Force Against Another Unlawfully…… 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/minnesota.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/609.06
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/609.065
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/mississippi.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/missouri.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=563.031&bid=33873&hl=
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/PageSelect.aspx?section=563.041&bid=34961&hl=
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/montana.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0450/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0450-0030-0010-0100.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/nebraska.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-1409
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/nevada.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec120
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newhampshire.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/627/627-4.htm
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/627/627-7.htm
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newjersey.pdf
http://njlaw.rutgers.edu/collections/njstats/showsect.php?title=2c&chapter=3&section=4&actn=getsect
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newmexico.pdf
https://laws.nmonesource.com/w/nmos/Chapter-30-NMSA-1978#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc44429602/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgBYuAmATgDYADNwCUAGmTZShCAEVEhXAE9oAclViIhMLgTzFK9Zu26QAZTykAQioBKAUQAy9gGoBBAHIBhe2NJgAI2hSdhERIA
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/381377/index.do
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newyork.pdf
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/northcarolina.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-51.3.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/northdakota.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t12-1c05.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t12-1c05.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/ohio.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2307.601v1
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-2901.09
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/oklahoma.pdf
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=69782
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/oregon.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors161.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/oregon/supreme-court/1982/647-p-2d-897-0.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/pennsylvania.pdf
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=18&div=0&chpt=5
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/rhodeisland.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE11/11-8/11-8-8.HTM
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/southcarolina.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c011.php
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South Dakota  -   22-18-4. Force--Defense of person.   22-18-4.1. Deadly Force--Defense of Person 
 

                              22-18-4.2. Defense of Dwelling or Residence--Force--Deadly force. 
    

      No Duty to Retreat in South Dakota Law 
 

Tennessee  -  § 39-11-611  Self-defense 
 

Texas  -   Penal Code Title 2 – Chpt. 9 - Sec. 9.31  Self-Defense 

                 Penal Code Title 2- Chpt. 9 - Sec. § 9.32   Deadly Force in Defense Of Person 

                 Chpt 9 - Justification Excluding Criminal Responsibility  (Recommend looking at all of Chpt 9.) 

 

Utah  -  § 76-2-402  -  Force in Defense of Person -- Forcible Felony Defined 

              § 76-2-405  -  Force in Defense of Habitation. 

              § 76-2-309  -  Justified Use of Force.   

 

Vermont
4
  -  No Castle Doctrine Statute.    13 V.S.A. § 2305 - Justifiable Homicide 

                     For more information also see Vermont Jury Instructions        

                                                            

Virginia
5 
 -  VA Uses Case Law to Set its Laws on Self Defense.  See Notes for Information. 

                     Legal Self Defense  by Kat Stansell 

 

Washington
 
 - No Castle Doctrine Statute.  RCW 9A.16.050   Homicide-By Other Person-When Justifiable            

                                                        Case Law Stating No Duty to Retreat.  State v. Redmond   &   State v. Studd 

  

West Virginia  -  § 55-7-22  Civil Relief for Persons Resisting Certain Criminal Activities. 
 

Wisconsin  -  § 895.62 Use of Force in Response to Unlawful and Forcible Entry Into a Dwelling, Motor  

                                         Vehicle, or Place of Business; Civil Liability Immunity. 

                       §939.48  Self-defense and defense of others 
 

Wyoming  -  § 6-2-602  Use of Force in Self Defense; No Duty to Retreat 

 

U.S. Possessions 

 
American Samoa -  No Castle Doctrine. For more information read   Title 46 Chpt. 33 46.3301 thru 3311. 

 

Guam  -  Title 9, Chpt. 7, § 7.86  Self-Defense Limited.  Applies to Dwelling, Work Place and Vehicle.  

 

Northern Marianas - § 10210   Self Defense With Deadly Force 

 

Puerto Rico - No Castle Doctrine.   For more info  read all of  Title 33, Subtitle 4, Part II Chapter 290,      

                                                           Subchapter III- Causes for Exclusion from Criminal Liability 

 

U.S. Virgin Islands  -  Title 14, Chpt1, Subchpt. III § 44. Justifiable Use of Force  

                                     Handgunlaw.us recommends you read all of  § 44 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/southdakota.pdf
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes?Statute=22-18-4
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/2079071
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-18-4.2
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/tennessee.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/texas.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.9.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.9.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/pdf/PE.9.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/utah.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter2/76-2-S402.html?v=C76-2-S402_2019051420190514
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter2/76-2-S405.html?v=C76-2-S405_1800010118000101
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter2/76-2-S309.html?v=C76-2-S309_2021050520210505
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/vermont.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/13/053/02305
http://vtjuryinstructions.org/?page_id=607
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/virginia.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/Kat_Stansell_Legal_Self_Defense.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/washington.pdf
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9A.16.050
https://law.justia.com/cases/washington/supreme-court/2003/72910-7-1.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/washington/supreme-court/1999/65943-5-1.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/westvirginia.pdf
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/55-7-22/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/wisconsin.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/895/II/62
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/939/III/48
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/wyoming.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/wystatutes/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/americansamoa.pdf
https://new.asbar.org/section/title-46-criminal-justice/chapter-33-defense-of-justification/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/guam.pdf
http://www.guamcourts.org/compileroflaws/GCA/09gca/9gc007.PDF
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/northernmariana.pdf
http://cnmilaw.org/pdf/cmc_section/T6/10210.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/puertorico.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/container?config=0151JABiZDY4NzhiZS1hN2IxLTRlYzUtOTg3Yi1hNzIxN2RlMDM1ZDIKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eo3IN9q6nyuOdhcatJGdcs&crid=ec842614-ff4a-4918-8790-f28e25d83394&prid=d9ea6f75-36e9-4092-a94d-4fba2109a883
https://advance.lexis.com/container?config=0151JABiZDY4NzhiZS1hN2IxLTRlYzUtOTg3Yi1hNzIxN2RlMDM1ZDIKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eo3IN9q6nyuOdhcatJGdcs&crid=ec842614-ff4a-4918-8790-f28e25d83394&prid=d9ea6f75-36e9-4092-a94d-4fba2109a883
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/usvirginislands.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/vicode/Default.asp
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______________________________________ 

 

Connecticut
1
  -  The actor shall not be obliged to retreat from his dwelling or place of work. 

 

Delaware
2   -    

The actor shall not be obliged to retreat from his dwelling or place of work. 
 

Illinois
3
  -  Handgunlaw.us recommends you read all of 720 ILCS Sec 5/7-2 

 

Vermont
4  

-  Does not have Castle Doctrine Law. VT Jury Instructions for Self Defense will give you some  

                     idea but must be in fear of death or grave bodily injury. The Jury will decide. 
 

Virginia
5 
 -  The Virginia Citizens Defense League has good info on  the Case Law for Virginia. You can   

                    view the info the put out on VA Case Law Here. 
 

Note: Stand Your Ground Laws and Castle Doctrine Laws come into play after you have defended yourself 

and have shot a perpetrator. No one thinks before they shoot., “What are the Stand Your Ground Laws?” “Can I 

shoot?”  Knowing them is OK but the most important thing we have to do every day is get home safely to our 

families tonight and every night. There is nothing more important than that.  Once the bullets start flying 

anything can happen. Our best bet in any situation is to retreat to a safe place if we can do it safely.  Stay Safe 

and get home to your family every night. 
 

Note:  For a free Booklet Titled, “What Every Gun Owner Needs to Know About Self-Defense Law”  can 

be obtained by going to the Armed Citizens’ Legal Defense Network, Inc.  website and downloading the 

Booklet in a PDF file or order a booklet free of charge. 
 

 

 

 

Brandishing or Display of Firearm Statutes 
 

 After Getting many questions on this issue we were looking at adding this info to each states page  as it is listed 

below. We have decided to leave it as a standalone document.  Some states have laws specifically defining 

Brandishing while many don’t. Below is a listing of Statutes that define Brandishing or statutes that could cover 

displaying a firearm. When it comes to this subject Case Law would have a huge impact on how these laws are 

applied. This is a work in progress and any assistance you could give us in any additions to this list would be 

appreciated.   admins@handdgunlaw.us.                                                  Brandishing Last Updated:  7/1/2022                                                            

 

  18 U.S. Code § 924. – Penalties                                                                                  
 

 (c)(4)   For purposes of this subsection, the term “brandish” means, with respect to a firearm, to display all  

  or part of the firearm, or otherwise make the presence of the firearm known to another person, in order to  

  intimidate that person, regardless of whether the firearm is directly visible to that person. States could have     

  Statutes that have definitions different than the Federal Definition.  

  

Note:  Handgunlaw.us believes the above Federal Code gives a very good Definition for Brandishing.  Each 

States Name is a Link to that states page at    https://handgunlaw.us 

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt%2E+7&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=8300000&SeqEnd=9900000
https://lawofselfdefense.com/jury-instruction/vt-cr07-111-self-defense-use-of-deadly-force/
https://vcdl.org/
https://vcdl.org/page/virginia-self-defense-cases
https://armedcitizensnetwork.org/learn/what-every-gun-owner-needs-to-know
mailto:admins@handdgunlaw.us
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/924
https://handgunlaw.us/
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Alabama   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:  
 

                                                                                   § 13A-11-7  - Disorderly Conduct. Brandishing Defined  

          

Alaska    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
  

                 § 11.41.220  - Assault in the Third Degree.                 § 11.61.110  - Disorderly Conduct           
                                                                            

Arizona   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                 § 13-421 - Justification; Defensive Display of a Firearm; Definition  
 

 

                                                                 § 13-2904  - Disorderly Conduct; Classification 
 

Arkansas   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                             
                                         

                                                                                                                           § 5-71-207 -  Disorderly Conduct 
 

California    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                  Penal Code  Part 1. Title 11. § 417 – (a)(2)  Crimes Against the Public Peace 

                                                  Penal Code  Part 1. Title 11,  § 417.3                      Case Law - People v. Lara 
                                                    

Colorado    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                § 18-3-206 – Menacing      § 18-9-106 - Disorderly Conduct 
 

Connecticut    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                           
         

                                                                                       Title 53, Chpt. 943 Sec. 53a-182  - Disorderly Conduct 

 

Delaware    
 

  State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                Title 11 – Chpt. 5 – Subchpt. VII - § 1301 - Disorderly Conduct  

                                                Title 11 – Chpt. 5 – Part A - § 602 - Menacing; Unclassified Misdemeanor 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/alabama.pdf
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/code-of-alabama
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/alaska.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#11.41.220
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.110
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/arizona.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00421.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/02904.htm
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/arkansas.pdf
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/california.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=417.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=417.3.
https://law.justia.com/cases/california/court-of-appeal/4th/43/1560.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/colorado.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/connecticut.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-182
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/delaware.pdf
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/#1301.
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc02/index.html#602.
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District of Columbia   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                             
 

                                                                                                                             § 22-1321 - Disorderly Conduct. 
 

Florida    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                     Title XLVI – Chpt. 790 - § 790.10 - Improper Exhibition of Dangerous Weapons or Firearms 

 

Georgia   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                       § 16-11-102 - Pointing or Aiming Gun or Pistol at Another 
 

                                                                       § 16-11-39 - Disorderly Conduct      § 16-5-20 Simple assault 

 

 Hawaii    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                                             Title 37, § 711-1101 - Disorderly Conduct 

 

Idaho    
 

State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
\ 

                                                                                            § 18-3303  Exhibition or Use of Deadly Weapon     

                                                                                                   § 18-3304  Aiming Firearms at Others 

 

Illinois   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                      
 

                                                                                                                          720 ILCS 5/12-6 – Intimidation      

                                                                                                                          720 ILCS 5/12-1  -  Assault 

 

Indiana    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

 

                                              IC 35-42-2-2 - Criminal Recklessness; Element of Hazing; Liability Barred                                                            

                                                                       for Good Faith Report or Judicial Participation.             

                                              IC 35-47-4-3 - Pointing Firearm at Another Person 

 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/dc.pdf
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-1321
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/florida.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0790/Sections/0790.10.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/georgia.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/hawaii.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0711/HRS_0711-1101.htm
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/idaho.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title18/t18ch33/sect18-3303/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title18/t18ch33/sect18-3304/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/illinois.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt%2E+12%2C+Subdiv%2E+15&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=25300000&SeqEnd=26900000
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt%2E+12%2C+Subdiv%2E+5&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=21300000&SeqEnd=23400000
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/indiana.pdf
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2023/ic/titles/035#35-42-2-2
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2023/ic/titles/035#35-47-4-3
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Iowa    
  

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 
                                          

                                                                                        Title XVI , § 723A.1 - Definitions  -  1. h. Brandishing 

                                                                                        Title XVI  § 708.1 - Assault Defined 

Kansas    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                §  21-5221.  Use of force; definitions.                               

                                § 21-5412 - Assault; Aggravated Assault; Assault of a Law Enforcement Officer;…                                                                       

 

Kentucky    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                  § 525.060 - Disorderly Conduct in the Second Degree 

                      § 508.050 - Menacing. 

 

Louisiana    
 

State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                          RS 40:1382 - Negligent Carrying of a Concealed Handgun 

 

 Maine   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

           Title 25 –Part 5 – Chpt. 252 - § 2001-A. Threatening Display of or Carrying Concealed Weapon 

 

Maryland    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                         Criminal Law Title 3 Subtitle 2 § 3-202. - Assault in the First Degree   Westlaw § 3-202           

     

                                                                                                                                          

Massachusetts   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

           General Laws - Part IV - Title I - Chapter 265 - Section 15B(b) -  Assault With Dangerous Weapon  

 

 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/iowa.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2024/723A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2024/708.1.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/kansas.pdf
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch21/021_052_0021.html
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch21/021_054_0012.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/kentucky.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19925
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19733
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/louisiana.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=97460
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/maine.pdf
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/25/title25sec2001-A.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/maryland.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/Default.asp
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/N579428A09CDB11DB9BCF9DAC28345A2A?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/massachusetts.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter265/Section15B
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Michigan    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                           § 750.222 (c)  Definition of Brandish        

                                                                           § 750.234e  Brandishing Firearm in Public; Applicability;  

                                                                                               Violation as Misdemeanor; Penalty 
 

Minnesota    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                    
 

                                                                                                                              § 609.66  - Dangerous Weapons 
 

Mississippi    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                         § 97-37-19 - Deadly Weapons; Exhibiting in Threatening Manner 
 

Missouri    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                         Title XXXVIII - § 571.030  Unlawful Use of Weapons – Exceptions - Penalties 
 

Montana    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:  
                                                                 

                                                                     § 45-3-111 - Openly Carrying Weapon – Display - Exemption                                                                                                           

                                                                     § 45-5-213 - Assault with Weapon 
 

Nebraska    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                             § 28-310 - Assault in the Third Degree; Penalty 
 

Nevada    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                    NRS 202.290 - Aiming Firearm at Human Being; Discharging Weapon  

                                                                              Where Person Might be Endangered; Penalty 

                                                    NRS 202.320 - Drawing Deadly Weapon in Threatening Manner. 
 

New Hampshire    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                            Title LXII - § 627:4 - Physical Force in Defense of a Person  II-a.                                                                                              

                            Title LXII - § 631:3 - Reckless Conduct    Title LXII - § 631:4 - Criminal Threatening 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/michigan.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(a1wddfc1cj3m5mcvre551dos))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-222
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pnyqjg2qvqq343z2qwlkocun))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-234e
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/minnesota.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/609.66
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/mississippi.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/missouri.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.030&bid=33874&hl=
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/montana.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0450/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0110/0450-0030-0010-0110.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0450/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0130/0450-0050-0020-0130.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/nebraska.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-310
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/nevada.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-202.html#NRS202Sec290
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-202.html#NRS202Sec320
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newhampshire.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/627/627-4.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/631/631-3.htm
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/631/631-4.htm
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New Jersey   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:     
                                               

                                                                                                                                2C:12-1 a(3)  - Assault. 
  

                                                                                                                          2C:33-2  - Disorderly Conduct 

 

New Mexico    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                § 30-3-1 - Assault.       § 30-7-4 - Negligent Use of a Deadly Weapon 

                                                                § 31-18-16 -  Brandishing of Firearm; Alteration of Basic Sentence;  

                                                                                      Suspension and Deferral Limited 

 

New York    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                 Penal Code – Part 3 – Title H - § 120.14 - Menacing in the Second Degree  

                                                       Penal Code Part 3 – Title N - § 240.20 - Disorderly Conduct  

 

North Carolina    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:  
 

                        “Going Armed to the Terror of the Public”   State v. Dawson,   272 N.C. 535, 541-42 (1968);  

                          State v. Staten,   32 N.C. App. 495, 496-97  (1977)  (citing Dawson)       

                    State v. Huntly,  25 N.C. 418, 418 (1843);                    § 14-34  - Assaulting by Pointing Gun                       

 

North Dakota    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:  
                                                            

                             § 12.1-31-01 - Disorderly Conduct                       § 12.1-17-05 – Menacing 
 

                       § 62.1-02-05.1  Brandishing a Dangerous Weapon.  

 

 

Ohio    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:   
                                         

                                          § 2903.12 Aggravated Assault                             § 2903.21 - Aggravated Menacing 
 

                                          § 2941.145 -  Firearm Displayed, Brandished, Indicated That Offender Possessed           

                                                                the Firearm, or Used it to Facilitate Offense Specification 

 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newjersey.pdf
http://njlaw.rutgers.edu/collections/njstats/showsect.php?title=2c&chapter=12&section=1&actn=getsect
http://njlaw.rutgers.edu/collections/njstats/showsect.php?title=2c&chapter=33&section=2&actn=getsect
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newmexico.pdf
https://laws.nmonesource.com/w/nmos/Chapter-30-NMSA-1978#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc44429607/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgBYuAmATgDYADAHYAlABpk2UoQgBFRIVwBPaAHI14iITC4ECpao1adekAGU8pAEKqASgFEAMg4BqAQQByAYQfjSYABG0KTsoqJAA
https://laws.nmonesource.com/w/nmos/Chapter-30-NMSA-1978#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc44429736/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgBYuAmATgHYAzADYAlABpk2UoQgBFRIVwBPaAHI14iITC4ECpao1adekAGU8pAEKqASgFEAMg4BqAQQByAYQfjSYABG0KTsoqJAA
https://laws.nmonesource.com/w/nmos/Chapter-31-NMSA-1978#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc44431099/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgBYuBmARgAYAnIICUAGmTZShCAEVEhXAE9oAclViIhMLgTzFK9Zu26QAZTykAQioBKAUQAy9gGoBBAHIBhe2NJgAI2hSdhERIA
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/newyork.pdf
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/northcarolina.pdf
https://law.justia.com/cases/north-carolina/supreme-court/1968/831-0.html
https://www.casemine.com/judgement/us/591494d4add7b049345c3941
https://casetext.com/case/state-v-huntley-36
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-34.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/northdakota.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t12-1c31.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t12-1c17.pdf
https://www.ndlegis.gov/cencode/t62-1c02.pdf#nameddest=62p1-02-05p1
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/ohio.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2903.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2903.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2941.145
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Oklahoma    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                         Title 21, Chapter 53,  § 1289.16 - Felony Pointing Firearms 
 

                         Title 21, Chpt. 53, § 1289.11 - Reckless Conduct 
 

Oregon    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
          

                                                  § 163.190 – Menacing                § 166.190  - Pointing Firearm at Another 

                                           § 166.220 -  Unlawful Use of Weapon       
 

Pennsylvania  
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                                  
                                          

                                                                                                                    Title 18, § 5503 - Disorderly Conduct 

 

Rhode Island    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:      
            

                                                                                                                              § 11-45-1 - Disorderly Conduct 
 

South Carolina   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                              § 16-23-410 - Pointing Firearm at Another Person 
  

South Dakota   
  

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                           
  

                                                                                                                            § 22-18-35 - Disorderly Conduct 

              §  22-18-4.8. Immunity 

 Tennessee    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                         
 

                                                         § 39-13-102 - Aggravated Assault         § 39-17-305 - Disorderly Conduct  

                                                                                                           

     Texas    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                          Penal Code Title 5, § 22.05  Deadly Conduct                     

                                                                                          Penal Code Title 9, § 42.01 -  Disorderly Conduct 

 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/oklahoma.pdf
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=69772
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=69767
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/oregon.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors163.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors166.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors166.html
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/pennsylvania.pdf
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=18&div=0&chpt=55&sctn=3&subsctn=0
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/rhodeisland.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE11/11-45/11-45-1.HTM
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/southcarolina.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c023.php
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/southdakota.pdf
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-18-35
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/2079078
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/tennessee.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/texas.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.22.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.42.htm
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Utah    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                   § 76-10-506 - Threatening With or Using Dangerous Weapon in Fight or Quarrel 

                                   § 76-9-102 -  Disorderly conduct 
 

Vermont    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                                                     13 V.S.A. § 4011 - Aiming Gun at Another 
 

Virginia    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                          § 18.2-282 - Pointing, Holding, or Brandishing Firearm, Air or Gas Operated                                                   

                                                               Weapon or Object Similar in Appearance; Penalty 
 

                                          § 18.2-56.1 - Reckless Handling of Firearms 
 

Washington    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
   

                                                   § 9.41.270 - Weapons Apparently Capable of Producing Bodily Harm—                                                 

                                                                        Unlawful  Carrying or Handling—Penalty—Exceptions. 
 

                                                   § 9.41.230 - Aiming or Discharging Firearms, Dangerous Weapons. 
 

West Virginia   
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                    § 61-7-11  Brandishing Deadly Weapons; Threatening or Causing                             

                                                                                      Breach of the Peace; Criminal Penalties. 
 

Wisconsin    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm: 
 

                                                                       § 941.20 - Endangering Safety by Use of Dangerous Weapon 

                                                                        § 947.01 - Disorderly Conduct. 
 

Wyoming    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:                                                        
 

                                                                                                  § 6-2-502 (iii)  Aggravated Assault and Battery;   

                                                                                                  § 6-2-504 - Reckless Endangering 

 

U.S. Possessions 

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/utah.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/76-10-S506.html?v=C76-10-S506_2019051420190514
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter9/76-9-S102.html?v=C76-9-S102_2020051220200512
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/vermont.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/13/085/04011
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/virginia.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title18.2/chapter7/section18.2-282/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title18.2/chapter4/section18.2-56.1/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/washington.pdf
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.270
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.230
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/westvirginia.pdf
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/61-7-11/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/wisconsin.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/941/III/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/947/01
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/wyoming.pdf
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title06.pdf
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title06.pdf
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American Samoa    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:      
                                                         

                                             § 46.4203 - Unlawful Use of Weapons.       § 46.3522 - Assault in the 3rd degree 

                                                                                                               § 46.4501 - Disturbing Public Peace.     

Guam    
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:      
 

                                                                              Title 9, § 19.40 - Reckless Conduct; Defined & Punished 

 

Northern Mariana Islands  
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:      
 

                                                                                 Title 6, Div. 1, §1204 - Assault With a Dangerous Weapon 

       

       Puerto Rico
1
 

 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:         
 

                      Title 25, Subtitle 1, Part V Chpt. 51A Subchpt. V  § 458n - Discharging or Pointing Firearms 
   

       U.S. Virgin Islands 
 

 State Statute/s on Brandishing and/or Statute/s That Could Cover the Display of a Firearm:    
 

                                                                14 V.I.C. § 621  Brandishing, Exhibiting, or Using Deadly Weapons 

                                                                  14 V.I.C. § 3061(d) (5) - Definition of Brandishing 

                                                                14 V.I.C. § 479. Discharging or Aiming Firearms 

 

    Puerto Rico
1  

- Handgunlaw.us is not sure if this code was repealed or not with Puerto Rico’s new Firearms   

                              Law. The new law seems to only cover Owning/Licenses/Transporting/Buying/Selling  

                              Firearms which leads us to believe this part of the code will remain. 

 

Last Updated in Stand Your Ground:                                                                                               # of Links 173 
 

10/20/20 – Legal Self Defense Article Link Added to VA Entry in SYG/Castle Doctrine Section.  

4/1/2021 – Ohio Entry Updated Per HB 175. Ohio Now a Stand Your Ground State.  

5/5/2021 -   § 76-2-309 Added to Utah  Entry 

7/1/2021 – South Dakota Entry Updated With New Statute. 

8/1/2021 -  12.1-05-06 Added to North Dakota Entry.  Per  HB 1498 

3/10/2022 – All Links Checked.  

9/13/2022  -  § 13-418 Added to AZ Entry. CO v Watson  Added to CO Entry. 

1/30/2023 – All Links Checked. 

8/1/2023 – DC Entry Added. 

11/21/2023 – All Links Checked. 

 

Last Updated in Brandishing:                                                                                                             
 

7/20/2020 – Document Created.  

7/22/2020 – CT Entry Updated. Formatting Updated.  

https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/americansamoa.pdf
https://new.asbar.org/code-annotated/46-4203-unlawful-use-of-weapons/
https://new.asbar.org/code-annotated/46-3522-assault-in-the-3rd-degree/
https://new.asbar.org/code-annotated/46-4501-disturbing-public-peace/
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/guam.pdf
http://www.guamcourts.org/compileroflaws/GCA/09gca/9gc019.PDF
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/northernmariana.pdf
http://cnmilaw.org/pdf/cmc_section/T6/1204.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/puertorico.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwibp7D4x97qAhUDQKwKHdslAcMQFjAAegQIBhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fadvance.lexis.com%2Fcontainer%3Fconfig%3D0151JABiZDY4NzhiZS1hN2IxLTRlYzUtOTg3Yi1hNzIxN2RlMDM1ZDIKAFBvZENhdGFsb
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/usvirginislands.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/vicode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/vicode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/vicode/Default.asp
https://www.handgunlaw.us/states/puertorico.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/67-2021/documents/21-0667-05000.pdf
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7/24/20 – NC Entry Updated.  

8/1/20 - CA Entry Updated. Documents Combined.  

10/20/20 – Legal Self Defense Article Link Added to VA Entry in SYG/Castle Doctrine Section. All Links Checked.  

2/19/2021 - 76-2-405 Added to Utah in Castle Doctrine Section. 

8/1/2021 -  62.1-02-XX Added to North Dakota Entry.  Per  HB 1498 

12/1/2021 -  § 602 Added to Delaware Entry.  

3/10/2022 – All Links Checked. 

5/12/2022 – All Links Checked. 

7/1/2022 – Immunity Statute Added to South Dakota Entry. 

1/30/2023 – All Links Checked. 

11/21/2023 – All Links Checked. 

1/9 2024 – All Links Checked. 

 

 

https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/67-2021/documents/21-0667-05000.pdf

